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I.

Course Description: This course features the analysis of American and world literature
written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and emphasizes
expository and argumentative nonfiction texts.

II.

Prior Learning for Course English II

III.

Course Aims & Objectives: The aims of all subjects in studies in language and literature
are to enable students to:
1. engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from different
periods, styles, and cultures
2. develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, presenting and
performing
3. develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation
4. develop sensitivity to the formal and aesthetic qualities of texts and an
appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses and open up multiple
meanings
5. develop an understanding of relationships between texts and a variety of
perspectives, cultural contexts, and local and global issues and an appreciation of
how they contribute to diverse responses and open up multiple meanings
6. develop an understanding of the relationships between studies in language and
literature and other disciplines
7. communicate and collaborate in a confident and creative way 8. foster a lifelong
interest in and enjoyment of language and literature.

IV.

How the course will address TOK: Links to TOK in this area are related to the question
of how the interaction of a text with other texts, brought about explicitly by the author
or established by the reader in the act of reception, influence the perception of them
and their meaning.
• What are the boundaries between a literary text and a non-literary text, and
how are these boundaries determined?
• What kind of knowledge about a text is gained when compared and

contrasted with other texts?
• Does knowledge of conventions of form, text type and of literary and rhetorical
techniques allow for a better and deeper understanding of a text?
• How are judgements made about the merit of a text? What makes a
text better than others?
• Is the study of texts better approached by means of a temporal perspective,
grouping texts according to when they were written, or by means of a thematic
approach, grouping them according to the theme or concern they share? What
impact does each one of them have on knowledge of the discipline?
• How useful are classifications of texts according to form, text type and period?
How do they contribute to the understanding of communication and its
development?

V.

How the course will address CAS:
Studies in language and literature courses offer significant potential to complement
creativity, activity, service (CAS). In their engagement with the characters or the
situations portrayed in the texts, students achieve a better understanding of others
and of themselves while developing the capacity for empathy. The tasks involved in
these courses are also instrumental in developing critical-thinking skills. As students
interact with the texts and with each other, they continuously check their hypotheses
against the evidence in the texts and against other readers’ interpretations to reflect
and evaluate how their own assumptions and beliefs frame possible textual
meanings. As a result, they acquire the ability to take a critical distance and inspect a
statement or hypothesis to determine the extent to which it is supported by fact.
These skills Nature of the subject are useful for CAS as students reflect on the effect
their experiences and projects had and subsequently plan for future action.

VI.

How the course will address Approaches to Learning skills
This course will address the ATL skills in the following ways:
1. Thinking--through interpretation, analysis and evaluation and appreciation of
texts, intertextuality, cultural diversity, and author’s purpose.
2. Communication--through listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing,
presenting and performing
3. Social--through student-guided discussion, collaborative projects, and learning
strategies for giving constructive criticism in peer-to-peer feedback
4. Self-management--through learning appropriate note-taking, citation, and
organization strategies, as well as, developing one’s writing process.
5. Research--through contextualizing literature for time, place, and meaning

VII.

The approach to teaching the course are
1. based on inquiry- encouraging lines of inquiry to guide student choices

2. focused on conceptual understanding- moving from concrete to abstract
3. developed in local and global context- contextualizing through the sharing of
experiences, research, and literature
4. focused on effective teamwork and collaboration- group projects, presentations,
performances, literature circles
5. designed to remove barriers of learning- challenging yet accessible multimodal
texts, differentiated activities.
6. informed by assessment (formative and summative)- using rubrics, written
feedback self & peer reflections & assessment, conferencing
VIII.

How the course will address the Learner Profile.
Studies in language and literature are designed for students from a wide variety of
linguistic and cultural backgrounds, (open-minded)who have experience of using the
language of the course in an educational context. They will also deepen their
understanding of a wide variety of concepts explored through literary and non-literary
texts in order to interpret, analyse, evaluate (knowledgeable)and then communicate
this understanding in clear, organized and developed products. Performance based
projects (risk-takers) is a component of the literature and student production and the
performativity of textual creation, analysis and response are elements in all three
courses. The study of literary, non-literary, visual and performance texts provides a
focus for understanding how meaning is constructed within belief or value systems, and
how it is negotiated across multiple perspectives generated by single or multiple
readers. Thinking critically about texts, as well as responding to, producing or
performing them, leads to an understanding of how language sustains or challenges
ways of thinking and being (principled / reflective). The study additionally builds an
awareness that all texts may be understood in relation to their form, content, purpose,
audience and their associated contexts, such as social, historical and cultural
circumstances.

IX.

Assessment details for Internal and External Requirements
Marking, grading changes 2020-2021

Internal assessment This component consists of an individual oral which is internally
assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course.
Individual oral
Supported by an extract from one non-literary text and one from a literary work,
students will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of
questions by the teacher, to the following prompt: Examine the ways in which the global

issue of your choice is presented through the content and form of two of the texts that
you have studied.
External Assessments
Students are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of one non-literary
text and one work in their course of studies and interpret them in relation to a global
issue.
All of the essays will prove the student's ability to compose a formal, well-structured
paper with significant evidence, and appropriate citation and referencing skills.
Paper 1 The response to a previously unseen non-literary passage requires students to
show their knowledge and understanding of texts and text types and their ability to
establish their own interpretation from the text and to come to conclusions about how
the writer’s choices have contributed to meaning
Paper 2 The essay on two works requires students to write a comparative analysis and
evaluation to show their knowledge and understanding of the works and interpret their
implications, and their similarities and differences, in connection with a given focus in
terms of the demands of a given question. These texts include a non-literary text and
one work studied in terms of a global issue present in both of them, and analyse and
evaluate how their unique perspectives are constructed by means of the authors’
choices.
HL essay
Students are required to analyze, evaluate, and demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of one of the texts or works studied in relation to a line of inquiry they
have selected.
X.

Grading Policy & Scale: All IB courses are weighted on a 6.0 scale. Are grades averaged
by total points or are they weighted by type of assignment? If weighted, how? Please
keep in mind that RRISD policy states that every student must have one grade per week.
How many major grades and quizzes can your students expect per marking period?)

XI.

Course Sequence:

Syllabus component

Teaching hours*
SL

HL

Readers, writers and texts
Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources and
media to represent as wide a range of text types as possible,
and literary works are chosen from a variety of literary forms.
The study of the non-literary texts and literary works focuses on
the nature of language and communication and the nature of
literature and its study. This study includes the investigation of
how texts themselves operate as well as the contexts and
complexities of production and reception. Focus is on the
development of personal and critical responses to the
particulars of communication.

50

80

Time and space
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety
of sources, literary forms and media that reflect a range of
historical and/or cultural perspectives. Their study focuses on
the contexts of language use and the variety of ways literary
and non-literary texts might both reflect and shape society at
large. The focus is on the consideration of personal and cultural
perspectives, the development of broader perspectives, and an
awareness of the ways in which context is tied to meaning.

50

80

Intertextuality: connecting texts
Non-literary texts and literary works are chosen from a variety
of sources, literary forms and media in a way that allows
students an opportunity to extend their study and make fruitful
comparisons. Their study focuses on intertextual relationships
with possibilities to explore various topics, thematic concerns,
generic conventions, modes or literary traditions that have
been introduced throughout the course. The focus is on the
development of critical response grounded in an understanding
of the complex relationships among texts.

50

80

Total teaching hours

150

240

XII.

IA Dates: IB HL Individual Oral, Outline Due, Feb, 4-5, IB HL Individual Exams: Feb 23-26

XIII.

Sample exam questions
Paper 1: Write a guided analysis of two non-literary texts.
Sample guiding question for a website analysis: Discuss how different features are used
in this web page to persuade the user to take action.
Sample question for a comic strip analysis: How do text and image work together to
shape meaning in this comic strip?
Paper 2: Answer one question. Compare and contrast two of the works that you have
studied.
a. How do two of the works that you have studied portray the struggle to be
understood?
b. Some literary texts, although set in a particular place or time, convey ideas that
are universal. In what ways is this true in two of the works you have studied?
c. Discuss how two of the works that you have studied present concepts of good
and bad, not as absolute notions but as matters of individual perception.
d. Referring to two of the works that you have studied, discuss how the author has
created a convincing “world.”

XIV.

Stony Point Academic Honesty Policy: All students are expected to abide by the SPHS
Academic Honesty Policy. This policy is available on the SPHS IB website at
www.stonypointib.com under Handbooks. The password is Tiger2021.
Acceptable Study Behavior: While students may help each other study, all assignments
and exams that are not explicitly assigned by the teacher as group work are expected to
be the product of the student’s individual effort. Students may ask for feedback or
editing help from other students, but they may not use another student’s words or ideas
as their own. Students should not use ideas taken from homework help sites such as
Shmoop or Cliff Notes in any grades work.
Assignments that Must Be Entirely the Students’ Own Work
All essays and presentations that are submitted for IB scores must be entirely the
students’ own work. Students may receive feedback and peer editing from other
students, but all ideas and words must originate from the student who is submitting the
work.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is of particular concern in Language and Literature. Using the words, ideas or
research of another person without accurate citations is considered plagiarism, as is
submitting essays or other assignments which primarily use words and ideas taken from
other sources, rather than the student’s own, even if these words and ideas are cited.
To avoid plagiarism, students should accurately cite all sources using MLA format and
should ensure that they are the primary author of any work submitted. No more than
thirty percent of any submitted essay should be taken from secondary sources.

XV.

Writing an Extended Essay in Studies in Language and Literature
An extended essay (EE) in studies in language and literature gives students an
opportunity to undertake independent research into a topic of special interest to them
within the subject. It is intended to promote advanced research and writing skills,
intellectual discovery and creativity. Students may write in one of three categories
described in the chart below:
Category
1

Studies of one or more literary works originally written in the
language in which the essay is presented.

Category
2

Studies of a literary work or works originally written in the
language of the essay compared with one or more literary works
originally written in another language. (The work originally written
in another language may be studied in translation.)

Category
3

Studies in language based on one or more texts originally
produced in the language in which the essay is presented. Texts
can be compared with a translated text originally written in
another language.

In Studies in Language and Literature, students should use both primary and secondary
sources for their research.
Primary sources refer to the novels, poems, stories, plays or essays by the author whose
work is the focus of the student’s research.
Secondary sources are scholarly works about:
● the primary author’s work and biography
● the genre the student is focusing on
● literary techniques.
Secondary sources include:
● books
● academic journal articles
● edited essays in book collections
● reviews incorporated in the publication that is the focus of the student’s
research.
Categories 1 and 2—literature
Students should always consider how the text(s) work as literature, dealing with aspects
such as the effects they achieve, the devices they use and the way they are written.
Students should aim for a compromise between building on the wisdom of experienced
critics and introducing new personal elements. An essay that simply repeats the views of
established literary critics will not receive a high mark.

Category 3—language
Students should give focused and critical attention to the text or texts being considered.
The approach should aim to be balanced, coherently argued, and illustrated by relevant
supporting examples.
Students are encouraged to:
● adopt an analytical, critical position
● show awareness of potentially conflicting viewpoints on the text(s) and their
meaning in a wider social context.
Their analysis must include a wider discussion of the contexts in which the text(s) are
produced and understood.
Databases that may be useful for students pursuing an essay in Studies in Language and
Literature include: JSTOR, Academic Search Complete (Ebscohost), eBook Academic
Collection (Ebscohost), and Gale Literature Resource Center

XVI.

Classroom Policy & Procedure
Make-up work: After any absence, the student is responsible to arrange for missed
work. Students should check Schoology for lessons and assignments missed.. We will
also discuss possible routines as a class for missed handouts or notes.
Retake/redo/corrections: Any assignment with a failing grade may be
retaken/redone/corrected during a tutorial for a maximum of 70% within 10 school
calendar days.
Essay Corrections: Students may revise essays that were submitted complete and on
time for a maximum of a 100. Students must conference with the teacher during
tutorials before resubmitting essays. Students have one week to conference with me
and resubmit.
Late work: Late work will be accepted for a maximum grade of a 70. Late work will not
be accepted after 10 school days.
Work due after absence: With an excused absence, students may hand in the work at
the beginning of the 3rd class s/he attends after an absence. All late work rules will apply
after the 3rd class. With an unexcused absence, the student can make up the work in the
same time frame, but cannot receive a grade higher than a 70%
Intervention Plan:
Students should regularly check their grades. The teacher will assign tutorials for
students who need extra support with the course material.
During tutorial times, the teacher will:
1. Confer with students about their progress in the class
2. Reteach or provide additional instruction to improve student mastery on
objective(s) and learning target(s)
3. Offer tutorials to support one-on-one instruction

Electronic Use: Students are expected to have phones out-of-sight during class. The
teacher will give students permission to use phones when their use is directly related to
classwork.

